NEORA VALLEY- THE NORTH EAST FRONTIER

What is it? A group holiday to Neora forest reserve on the tri-
junction of Darjeeling, Bhutan and Sikkim. 13" — 20" Nov 2010.

Thick forest. Kangchendzonga. Red Panda. Wild orchids. Attic in the
woods. Intrigued? Not yet? Ok. Nepalese cuisine. Bhutan border. Tea
garden treks. Community schools. Rai villages. Monasteries. Now? All
this is what we will do/ see/ eat during the 6 days we spend in Neora
valley national park, Sikkim and Darjeeling. Amongst the richest bio-
diversity zones in the North-east, and that means a lot, this tri-junction
of nations, cultures and terrains is the newest addition to the must-
experience list of eastern Himalaya. And so we go there.

Pic courtesy: Arif Islam
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Neora valley national park

The youngest national park in the country is also the most
biologically diverse. From the floor of the jungle that
doesn’t receive any sunl
the higher regions at 3000M overlooking the mighty
Kangchendzonga and many other snow covered peaks, it

encompasses stunning variety. We get a chance to see all
this and interact with the indigenous tribal population.

Homestays in Sikkim

Amongst the most successful homestay programs
anywhere is the one in Rural Sikkim run by local co-
operatives and supported by UNESCO. Traditional Bhutia,
Rai, Lepcha and Nepalese villages open up their doors for
visitors and provide an authentic and heartwarming
experience like nothing else. We stay in their house, eat

with them and share their stories.

Pokhriabong in Darjeeling hills

Pokhriabong is a small tribal village in Darjeeling hills. Like
in most such villages, the young generation has migrated
outside for better career options. But not Smrithi. She has
been running ‘Riverdal e
tribal kids for the last 10 years. We stay with them in their
village for a unique experience, taste the local delicacies
and also make a small contribution to their cause.

Birder s’

paradi se

Apart from some stunning varieties of wild orchids and
such rare flowers and mammals like red panda and musk
deer, the Neora valley and its surroundings has some of
birds
robins,

the most sough after in India: Tragopans,

woodpeckers, flycatchers, warblers, thrushes,
babblers, sunbird, finches are all there. We will have an

expert birder with us to help identify what we see.



Itinerary

Saturday Fly into Bagdogra by afternoon.

13" Nov 10 Drive to Neora Jungle camp.

14" Nov In Neora valley national park. Will
go for short hikes and visit
traditional villages.

15" Nov More hiking/birding in Neora
valley.

16™ Nov Drive to our homestay in Sikkim
near Gangtok. 4 hours.

17" Nov A day of options.

18" Nov Drive to Darjeeling. 3 hours.

19" Nov A visit to Pokhriabong village.

Saturday, Drive back to Bagdogra to catch

20" Nov10 the flight/ train back. 3 hours.

Cost for the trip:

You can also take a train till New Jalpaiguiri
(close to Bagdogra), but will need to leave a
day earlier atleast. Will stay in the jungle
camp tonight.

Morning birding and nature trek in the
national park. Afternoon hike to Chaggey falls
and visit the traditional Rai village in
Kolakham and interact with the villagers.

A small hike to Rishyap/ Pokridara village.
Afternoon excursion to Loleygaon, Lava
market and monastery.

A chilled out morning and later we move to
Sikkim by car. Will stay in a traditional
homestay in an exotic village.

Option 1: Walk around the village and
generally chill. Option 2: A day trip to
Gangtok.

Completing the triangle, we move to
Darjeeling today into an old Tibetan hotel on
the Chaurasta.

Early morning we join the locals in their
walk/jog around the chaurasta. We then visit
the school at Pokhriabong and spend some
time with the kids.

Book an afternoon flight.

The cost of the trip = Rs 27000/- per person

Cost includes: Stay, food (except when in transit) and transportation throughout. Does not include air/train tickets.

Book your air/ train
tickets to Bagdogra.

Please book your train/
air tickets for the
return.

Note: The group size for this trip will not exceed 10. Get on the advance list by making a non-refundable payment of
Rs 5000 before 15" Aug. Balance before 15" Sep to confirm your place. Check our cancellation policy on the website.

Payment options:

1. Cheque/ DD:

For

Connect wi th Hi.i

403, Ram Krishna Chambers
Linking Road, Khar west

Above Reeebok showroom
Mumbai -400052

2. Online transfer/ Deposit to:
Account name: Connect with Himalaya
Bank: Axis bank

Branch: Springfield- Lokhandwala, Mumbai

Current A/C #: 415010200003681
IFSC: UTIBO000415,

SWIFT: AXISINBB002



What to get along?

November is arguably the best time to be in Sikkim and Darjeeling. The air is crisp, winter has not yet set in,
crystal clear and overall there is a festive mood amongst the people. Temperature will range from 8 to 20 d
days would be mostly pleasant. Woolens will be required as well as comfortable walking shoes. There is no

the views are
egrees and
electricity for

the 3 nights we spend in the Jungle camp at Neora, so prepare accordingly. Will provide a complete list on digning up.

Making a contribution:
There is always a way of giving back to the place and people where we go for our holidays. This is how we
- The Neora valley Jungle camp is run by an umbrella group of local organizations involved in providing emp

vill do it:
loyment

opportunities and cultural sustenance to the indigenous communities of North east. When we stay in the Jungle camp, it

helps them all.

- Similarly, the homestay program in Sikkim has succeeded simply because its run by the concerned villages
benefits are distributed locally.

- By visiting Pokhriabong and spending time with the kids at Riverdale school, we are inadvertently creating

and the

awareness

and support for the activities they are invoglved i

to extinction specie in Darjeeling hills.

Get connected: GIFT THIS TRIP

You can chose from gift vouchers

Gaurav Punj
: starting from Rs 5000.

cwh.now@gmail.com

+91 9833829240 Write to us with the name of the
www.connectwithhimalaya.com receiver and the denomination of
Pics from our earlier Sikkim trip, here the voucher.

Folk dance at Pokhriabong And some charming short walks
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http://www.connectwithhimalaya.com/
http://picasaweb.google.com/gaurav.punj/SikkimApril2010

