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What is it? a group holiday including a village stay in Darjeeling hills p .-"Jr i
and short walks in the less explored western Sikkim. 10" ¢ 17" LINW m n i~ ~ \|
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We start with a village stay at Pokhri-bong, an indiscriminate village in  ~*&™ K J
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support them in their efforts towards saving the pangolin (an ant eater)

and the forests. We will stay in the village with the local families and enjoy Nepal
the best of Darjeeling hospitality. We then head for a short trek in Western
Sikkim, to the Varsey sanctuary, with spectacular views of Kangchendzonga

and if lucky, even Everest. Monasteries, homestays, Tibetan food, easy

walks, snow-covered peaks and a purpose- this trip has it all.

Darjecling



Darjeeling Hills and Pokhriabong

Just a few Kms away from the hustle and bustle of Darjeeling is

a small tribal village of Pokhriabong. Like in most such villages,
the young generation has migrated outside for better career
options. But not Smrithi. Along with her sisters and mother she
has been runnind YwA GSNRIE SQF | é
tribal kids for the last 10 years. We stay with them in their
village for a unique experience, taste the local delicacies and
also make a contribution in our own way towards their cause.

Homestays in Sikkim

Arguably the best of all sustainable tourism initiatives,
homestays unarguably give the best insight into the local way
of life. In Sikkim, groups of well meaning natives have come
together and started the concept of homestays few years ago.
Clean room, local delicacies cooked in front of you and served
with a genuine smile and acceptance like one of their own: this
is what awaits the visitor to a homestay. For the locals this is a
great means of alternate income. Everyone gains.

Varsey Rhododendron sanctuary
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dominated by Kangchendzonga like nothing else. A sacred peak,
locals worship it as their protective deity, it looms large over the

horizon no matter from where you see it. The Varsey wildlife
sanctuary consists of that quintessential upper Himalayan tree-
Rhododendron, although this is not the prime season for blooms
0 U K IAp#ilSMBy). The sanctuary provides for excellent short
walks and views of the Kangchendzonga and surrounding peaks
like Mt Pandim and black Kabru.




Itinerary

Sat, 10"
Apr 2010

11" Apr

12" Apr

13" Apr

14™ Apr

15" Apr

16™ Apr

Saturday,
17" Apr

Fly into Bagdogra by afternoon.
Drive to Pokhriabong, just
outside Darjeeling. (~4 hours).

In morning, we will spend time at
Riverdale with the school kids.
Check out Tea estate later.
Cultural program in the evening.

Drive to Hee Bermoik homestay
in West Sikkim. (~5 hours)

A short trek in the Varsey
Rhododendron sanctuary.

Return to Hee Bermoik. Check
out some nearby places.

Drive to Kewzing/ Ravangla, our
next homestay. (~3 hours)

Drive to and stay in Darjeeling.
(~ 2 hours)

Drive to airport/ station.
(~2 hours)

Prayer flags in a monastery
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You can reach New Jalpaiguiri (NJP), close to
Bagdogra by train also from Delhi or
Kolkota. Village stay in Pokhriabong tonight.

When outsiders come and work for a cause
in a small village, the message gets home
much faster. The school kids will organize a
tribal dance, etc in the evening.

We go to Sikkim today and to our first
homestay at the scenic village of Hee
Bermoik.

Local villagers will accompany us on this
short walk through the sanctuary. Early start
will guarantee great views of the snow
covered peaks. h GSNY A GS Ay
camping.

Optional visits to a nearby lake and
monastery.

This falls conveniently on the return journey
and is a model homestay village.
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there and just chill.

Morning drive to the airport/ train station
and catch our return flight/ train back.

Local delicacies

Book your Mumbai-
Bagdogra air/ train
tickets.

Book your return air/
train tickets from
Bagdogra and New
Jalpaiguiri respectively.

With thAe ﬁiverdéle sc.hool kids



Cost for the trip:

The cost of the trip = Rs 23000/- per person

Cost includes: Stay and food, transportation and trek. Basically everything except air and train tickets.

Note: The group size will be limited to 12. Get on the advance list my making a payment of Rs 2500 before 10" Feb.
Confirm your place by paying the full amount before 1** Mar. Please check the cancellation policy on our website.

Payment options:

1. Cheque/ DD: 2. Online transfer/ Deposit to:

C2N) W/ 2yySOG 6AGK | A" Account name: Connect with Himalaya
403, Ram Krishna chambers Bank: Axis bank

Linking Road, Khar west Branch: Springfield- Lokhandwala, Mumbai
Above Reebok showroom Current A/C #: 415010200003681

Mumbai -400052 IFSC: UTIBO000415,  SWIFT: AXISINBB002
What to get along?

The clear air and the settled weather conditions make April one of the best time to travel in Western Sikkim. The views of
the snow range are absolutely clear. Temp ranges from 5 to 20 degrees. Never count out the occasional Himalayan
shower though. We will be prepared accordingly: Woolen sweater, cap, socks and gloves, a light jacket and good walking
shoes are the essentials. Detailed checklist on signing up.

Making a contribution:

There is always a way of giving back to the place and people where we go for our holidays. We will make a contribution
towards the local tribal community by raising awareness towards forest conservation and donating CFL bulbs to the
entire area. At Hee Bermoik and Kewzing we will be staying at homestays which directly benefit the host families. The
entire trip is planned and organized by the locals and they have a direct stake. We can also support local handicraft
weavers by purchasing some of our woolens from them.

Get connected: GIFT THIS TRIP

Gaurav Punj You can chose from gift vouchers
cwh.now@gmail.com starting from Rs 5000.

+91 9833829240

www.connectwithhimalaya.com Write to us with the name of the

Pics from last trip, here receiver and the denomination of

More about Pokhriabong and Riverdale, here the voucher.

©Connect with Himalaya, 2008 C W }_


http://www.connectwithhimalaya.com/
http://picasaweb.google.com/gaurav.punj/SikkimNov08
http://riverdaletimes.blogspot.com/

