
 

 

 

 

 

       

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
  

ZANSKAR- THE SURU VALLEY 

What is it?  A group road trip to the fabled Suru valley in the heart of 

the hidden Kingdom of Zanskar.  21st ς 28th August 2010. 

 

What would you give to find an oasis in the middle of a desert? Maybe 

everything? Atleast a heartfelt name? What the first explorers must have 

felt when they discovered this green valley with snow-covered peaks of 

Nun and Kun standing guard against the arid mountains and deep gorges 

of Zanskar can never be known, however it can be judged from the name 

they gave it- Suru, a place of contentment. For us mere mortals, a 

journey through the valley to the mighty citadels of Zanskar has just been 

made possible with a new road. We can of course trek here, and we will 

soon, but the terrain and the sites are just ideal for a jeep safari. Nomads, 

glaciers one can touch, cliff hanging monasteries, open road, 5 days. 

 

 



  

Suru valley  

On the ancient silk-route from Srinagar to Leh, a branch 

cuts off from Kargil along the Suru river and goes into a 

fertile land known only to the locals (why would they 

share this secret?). Passing through pretty villages of 

Islamic-Buddhist culture, high passes, nomadic camps 

and surrounded by snow covered peaks, the valley and 

the road leads to Zanskar. The journey is comfortable 

(by Ladakh standards) and challenging at the same time 

Zanskar 

/ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΩ ōȅ ŀ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊΣ 

and aptly so, this part of Ladakh lies deep within the 

trans-himalayan Zanskar and Ladakh ranges and is cut 

off from all directions by unpassable passes. The road 

through the Suru valley is a boon(?) as it provides one 

of the only access to the area without having to 

trudge weeks on foot. The monasteries here are 

amongst the oldest and most untouched in Ladakh. 

 

  

The glaciers of Suru 

In more ways than one, this trip is about counting the 

number of glaciers you can not just see, but touch. 

From the Thajiwas glacier at Sonmarg, to the one at 

Parachik and the countless ones around Pensi la pass, 

including the Drang Drung, second longest in Ladakh 

after Siachen, (featured above), all your glacier 

fantasies are bound to be satisfied. 

Monasteries around Padum 

The monasteries have been the lifeline of Zanskar and 

for a region so unhospitable it comes as no surprise 

that the locals live by them. They are the cultural and 

spiritual hubs of Zanskar ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇs 

the locals going. More than 800 years old, these 

monasteries represent almost all sects of Tibetan 

Buddhism in Zanskar and they all are thriving.  

 

 



Itinerary  

 

 

Date Activity Remarks ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΧ 
Saturday, 
21st !ǳƎ Ψмл 

Fly into Srinagar. Drive to 
Sonmarg. ~ 2.5 hours. 
 

The short and easy drive is just the right 
beginning for the trip as we move along the 
frisky Sindh river, passing small Kashmiri 
vilages to Sonmarg. We will stay right under 
the famous Thajiwas glacier of Sonmarg in the 
rest house. 
 

Book your tickets to 
Srinagar. 

22nd Aug Drive to Kargil, our base for the 
Suru valley. ~ 5-6 hours. 

Today we climb to the historic Zoji la as we 
crest the greater Himalayan range and enter 
the trans-himalayan domain of Ladakh. Kargil 
is situated at the confluence of Drass and 
Suru river and is the biggest town for the next 
few days. Stock up is what we will do.  
 

 

23rd Aug The Suru valley drive starts today. 
Drive to Rangdum (3657M).  
120km. ~ 6 hours. 

We drive along the Suru river as we cross the 
spectacularly fertile settlements including 
Panikhar and encounter the first of the road 
licking glaciers at Parachik and also get our 
first view of the 7000M Nun peak. Rangdum 
has a substantial Buddhist population settled 
around the gompa here. Can get very cold in 
the night here. 
 

 

24th Aug Drive to Padum, the capital of 
Zanskar. 100km. ~ 5 hours. 

Drive of a lifetime. No other way to describe 
it. How often have you followed a river all the 
way to its source? Will do so today as we start 
the climb to Pensi La (4400M), the gateway to 
the kingdom of Zanskar. Glaciers on the 
western side of the pass are the source of 
Suru river and those on the eastern (Darang 
ŘǊǳƴƎ ƎƭŀŎƛŜǊύ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ 5ƻŘŀΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
meadows, peaks, glaciers and sweeping 
landscapes that accompany you as we finally 
descend to the capital town of Padum 
(3670M). Overnight at a traditional homestay. 
 

 

25th Aug A day around Padum. We do what is to be done while in Zanskar, 
visit the monasteries of Karsha and Bardan, 
amongst the oldest in Ladakh and with many 
a treasure. The monasteries are short drive 
(12km) from Padum. 
 

 

26th Aug Drive back to Kargil. ~ 10 hours. A long drive today back through the Suru 
valley. You wont believe this is the same 
landscape you passed as the Sun, rarefied air, 
clouds, combine to create an effect that 
changes almost every hour. 
 

 

Saturday, 
27th Aug 

Drive back to Srinagar and catch 
the flight back.  

Will start early from Kargil to get to Srinagar 
in time for our flight back. 

Book your return 
tickets from 
Srinagar. 



Cost for the trip: The cost components of the trip are: 

 
Stay and food We will stay in guesthouses and homestays. Food will be local ς fresh and simple. 

Mineral water, cold drinks, etc not included. Food in transit not included. 

Transportation We will use Qualis/ Tavera etc with 4 (max 5) in one car. 
 

 

The cost of the trip = Rs 23000/- per person                         
Cost includes: Everything mentioned above. Basically everything except air/ train tickets to Srinagar and back. 

 

Note: The group size will be limited to 10. Get on the advance list my making a non-refundable amount of Rs 5000 before 

21st May. Confirm your place by paying the full amount before 21st June. Check the cancellation policy on our website. 

Payment options: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What to get along? 
We will be driving through the trans- Himalaya with temperature ranging from 5 to 25 degrees. Mostly pleasant, 

sometimes hot days and mostly cool, sometimes bitterly cold nights. Boarding and lodging will be at clean, cozy but basic 

family guesthouses and homestays where available. So you will just need to carry the appropriate warm clothing and 

footwear. Layering is the key. A detailed checklist will be provided on signing up. 

 

Making a contribution: 
There is always a way of giving back to the place and people where we go for our holidays. Making an effort to 

understand and respect the unique culture and way of life of the locals, preserved over centuries, is a small but important 

gesture. Where available, we will stay in homestays with the local families, one of the best sustainable tourism initiatives. 

 

Get connected:  
 

Gaurav Punj 

cwh.now@gmail.com 

+91 9833829240 

www.connectwithhimalaya.com 

Pics from our other trips, here  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©Connect with Himalaya, 2010  

2. Online transfer/ Deposit to: 

Account name: Connect with Himalaya 

Bank: Axis bank 

Branch: Springfield- Lokhandwala, Mumbai 

Current A/C #: 415010200003681 

IFSC: UTIB0000415,       SWIFT: AXISINBB002 

 

1. Cheque/ DD: 

CƻǊ  Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳŀƭŀȅŀΩΦ  
403, Ram Krishna chambers 
Linking Road, Khar west 

Above Reebok showroom 

Mumbai -400052 

 

GIFT THIS TRIP 

You can chose from gift vouchers 

starting from Rs 5000.  

Write to us with the name of the 

receiver and the denomination of 

the voucher. 

http://www.connectwithhimalaya.com/
http://picasaweb.google.com/gaurav.punj

